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Finnegan’s Wake (1997)

Finnegan's Wake is based on two Irish fiddle tunes, The Green Groves of Erin/The Flowers of Red Hill, 
and made popular by the Bothy Band, and more recently, the string trio of Edgar Meyer, Mark O’Connor 
and Yo-Yo Ma.  While its four-sectioned, one movement form presents Irish-Appalachia-Texas fiddle 
music embedded within the context of art music, my intention was to transform the music as 
feet-stomping dance music through a labyrinth of rhythmic manipulations into a series of playful 
excursions for both instruments.

This work, premiered in Thessaloniki, Greece in May 1997, was performed by Eva Delfinopoyloy, 
violin and the composer on piano.  The initial inspiration for this piece came from working with the 
violinist and fiddler Andrew Carlson, who was crucial in shaping the final version.  The piece is 
dedicated to my friends, Erin Irish and Gene Szymkowiak. 

-D.K.G.
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