
Program	Notes

The	 penultimate	 chord	 found	 in	 the	 theme	 to	Messiaen’s	Vingt	
Regard	serves	as	the	harmonic	and	motivic	basis	for	my	Meditation.	
It	 is	 the	 only	 sonority	 that	 is	 “outside”	 of	 Messiaen’s	 closed	
harmonic	 system,	 and	 the	 only	 one	 that	 comes	 as	 a	 complete	
surprise	as	its	preparation	to	the	final	chord.	My	own	“vision”	was	
composed	as	a	hommage	to	this	greatest	French	composer	of	the	
20th	century.

The	work	is	dedicated	to	Trinity	Episcopal	Church,	Iowa	City,	Iowa,	
where	it	was	premiered	on	September	26,	1999	by	the	composer.

Meditation
for	piano

David	Gompper











1
e = 120

David Karl Gompper
Meditation

Piano




 

mp

 























ppp



















































f

 

mp

 


























 





mp



















ppp



















3 3

3

3



f





 










 















 







 



f






















5











 











 






f

 





















































 




 


 

p



  


 

3









 































 




 










  



 




















10

























   






















ppp







 






























   




















   















ppp













































3
3

3



mf



























mf



















































13


















3+2+3

  


















2+3+3
















pp





















2+3+3+4

mp






































































































3



mf







 



















 















16




































 







f












pp











































 
























































       




 



  



 











20


























p



  








mp
  


 

   






   





 




 










  











 




 












rit.23








Piu mosso
q = 84


































 





  



pp























 




























 ppp































28



















































 









 

 



 












  



  












34













































  

 1

 





5 4

  1

 
3 2



1
 

1

 





5






1 2









1

















 















40













































 






  

dolce

 





































 









 















  














46


































 
















 





 











 














   



  



 

 

 










2



52

















 





  

  





  















   








 




























  










 

58









 


 









cresc.




 





 



 

















  






 
 












 








 


 















65








Meno mosso 
q = 54




























 

f













 









 




 


 



 























 


















 
























1






1 





























72








< e. = q >









Più mosso q = 72









  









































mf




















 


 

































 




  









76 Più mosso q = 92

















 

3 





























 




 
















 



3 3 3




  











  

  


























3

81

































 







  





























 


 



 

 





  


















3











85





p






































 












3













  































3

rit.89








q = 96










p




 





 

 

 


 



 

6
6 6







 





f












 

6

92





  


 


 



 


 

 


 

   

 

   








 
6

6
6

6 6 6





94





  


 


 



 


 

 


 

   

 

   

 

   

6 6
6

6 6
6

 



96
cresc. poco a poco





dry













 





















 





























3
 



99











 

 














 





 



1



 



 



4



101







 














 
 




 









 

 


 



3 3

 



103




  

 


 




  


 






 







 










6 6

3

6



105





loco


 





 


 


f

 
























 

























6 6

6



detached
108
























































più







 

6

111












 


























































115




























3


 

     

































 




 

 











119



























 

















 



 

  

 






 








 



  






 







mp

















 








 







 


















5



q = 144123










f

4













 









 

5










 














4





p












   
 



 






 






3

3 3


 





  









 


















































 









    









3

128


















f

4









 









 

5













 














4





p












   












 

3



 5 4




 







3

3

3 3 3










 








  












































 









   








   





3 3









132
















cresc.











1





3



  













 




2




5 3





3

   



















3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3














   




















3









135


























f












 



p






 










































 



















3 3

3
3

3
3 3

3
3 3












 











  

3








 










140








cresc.










 
















  


 

 
































 

3 3 3
3 3

3

3

3
3

3

3 3

3

3








 
















 





   







 



 

146













 


 


 

 




f


 








 










 









  













3

3

3

3

3 3 3

3 3












 
































  












 




















3

6



152























































  






1


  

















 




3

3 3 3 3





















 



























 





 













































3

156





 
 




 

 





















 

 





 



3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

















 






 






 


















161





2




 

 
    




 

 





 

 


 

 






3 3

3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3


   














   

164
















 



   



 

 




3







 

 
 

 






 




3 3 3 3
3 3 3 3 3 3 3

    
































3 3 3 3 3 3









h. = 72
q = 216

< e = e >K  
167







 



 

 



 






 


  

   






 









  
  


















  
 



173







 


  

 
 







 




  
 

   

















 



 


 
 








  








 



 

7



179














 

 










 

  





  

 

 

 
 

 



3
3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3

 



 
 



 



















183


























 






 















3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3









      



  








 




186
































  




  




 




 

3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3










































rall.189








q = 72


























   


   


   

   















3 



























 























3 





3 3 3 3









fff



























 

3





 



















































193


























f































  













 


 

















 







































































 


  


  








 


































198






































































































































































8



203







 




 



































 






















































 



 



















 

 























208



















 








dolce









 








 













 











f


















3


























 















































214






















































































ppp



































gradually lift pedal





































 

Iowa City 9/22/99
revised 7/12/06



9


