Meditation

for piano

David Gompper

Program Notes

The penultimate chord found in the theme to Messiaen’s Vingt
Regard serves as the harmonic and motivic basis for my Meditation.
It is the only sonority that is “outside” of Messiaen’s closed
harmonic system, and the only one that comes as a complete
surprise as its preparation to the final chord. My own “vision” was
composed as a hommage to this greatest French composer of the
20th century.

The work is dedicated to Trinity Episcopal Church, lowa City, lowa,
where it was premiered on September 26, 1999 by the composer.
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gradually lift pedal

Iowa City 9/22/99
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